
aLL aBOut the SauCe 
Lake forest’s Sauced brings pizza 
pies to the table, Page 24

aCCOunting FOr danger 
Contributing Columnist Kathy Clemens 
critiques ‘The Accountant,’ Page 25

Broadway Juniors and Stars perform 

‘The Lion King Jr.,’ Page 21

Hannah Babcock (left) and Lyla reeder dance in “Lion King Jr.” on Nov. 29 at the Glenview Park center. Megan Maginity/22nd Century Media
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by Lauren Gunderson and Margot Melcon
directed by Jessica Thebus

A charmingly imagined sequel to Jane Austen’s Pride & Prejudice!

northlight.org | 847.673.6300 | 9501 Skokie Boulevard Now Extended to 

 DEC 24!

“THIS SHOW IS A GEM
-Ideal for the Holiday Season!”

—Chicago Sun-Times

“SPARKLING, WITTY,
Whipsmart and Richly Entertaining”

—Chicago Theater Beat

life & arts

no worries — Hakuna matata — in Glenview
Glenview children 

perform “The Lion 

King Jr.”

MeGAn MAGinitY 
Freelance reporter

In partnership with 
Skyline Studios, the park 
district presented two ver-
sions of “The Lion King 
Jr.” on Nov. 29 at the Park 
Center for the entire com-
munity to enjoy. The night 
began with the Broadway 
Juniors’ (5-7 years old) 
rendition, followed by the 
Broadway Stars’ (7-12 
years old) performance. 

The musical followed 
the adventures of a young 
lion, Simba, and the heir 
of his father, Mufasa. 
Simba’s evil uncle plots to 

dethrone Mufasa by luring 
them into a stampede of 
wildebeests and succeeds. 
Simba escapes, but loses 
his father. He returns as 
an adult to take back his 
homeland with his friends. 

Classic songs, like “The 
Circle of Life,” “I Just 
Can’t Wait to be King” and 
“Hakuna Matata,” brought 
the tale to life on the Glen-
view stage. In the junior’s 
production, the ensemble 
performed every song to-
gether for several reasons, 
said Jacqui Siegel, Skyline 
Studios co-owner.

“The younger actors 
perform all together for 
the entire production; they 
are on stage for the whole 
thing, which is nice to 
see,” Siegel said. “We’ve 
learned this is more ben-

eficial for this age group 
because it gives them a 
boost of confidence and 
they also get used to being 
on stage more.”

In the Juniors group 
was Hannah Babcock, 6, 
of Glenview, who played 
adult Nala, who becomes 
Simba’s wife by the end 
of the show. Babcock has 
previously acted in “Peter 
Pan Jr.” with the same the-
ater company. 

“I love acting because 
it’s really fun,” Babock 
said. “I practiced my lines 
this time with my mom 
and grandma.”

Youngsters memorized 
choreography and song 
lyrics, as well. But, the 
production was set up dif-
ferently for the older actors 
with auditions and solos.

The collaboration and 
creative atmosphere be-
tween the actors and the 
directors is what keeps 
many of the families, like 
the Langeses, coming back 
to Skyline.

“What I like about the 
program is it’s a non-
competitive way to get an 
education in theater and it 
keeps it fun,” mom Whit-
ney Langas said. “When a 
child has an opportunity 
to take on a character, it 
let’s them behave differ-
ently and explore; I love 
that.”

All actors in both pro-
ductions were in charge 
of creating their own cos-
tumes — something that 
co-owner Erica Zuhr said 
gives them imagination. 

“Once you see all of the 

kids in their costumes, you 
can really see how far they 
have come together since 
we began rehearsing 12 
weeks ago,” Zuhr said be-
fore the curtain opened last 
week. “That growth is just 

amazing to see.”
The next Skyline pro-

duction, “Aladdin Jr.” 
takes place this winter. For 
more information, visit 
www.skylinestudioschi-
cago.com.

christian Giron (center) takes on the role of Pumbaa in 
“Lion King Jr.” on Nov. 29 at the Glenview Park center. 
Megan Maginity/22nd Century Media
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